
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Partnerships Review Committee held on 
Friday, 16 September 2016 at 3.00 p.m. 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Ben Shelton – Chairman 
  Councillor Bunty Waters – Vice-Chairman 
 
Councillors: David Bard Henry Batchelor 
 Kevin Cuffley Andrew Fraser 
 Janet Lockwood Ray Manning 
 Ingrid Tregoing  
 
Officers: Victoria Wallace Democratic Services 
 
Other attendees:  
Neil Darwin Chief Executive, Greater Cambridge Greater 

Peterborough Local Enterprise Partnership 
Councillor Lewis Herbert Leader, Cambridge City Council 
Councillor Peter Topping Leader, South Cambridgeshire District Council 

 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
 
 There were no apologies for absence. 
  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
  
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 18 February 2016, were agreed as a correct record. 
  
4. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 There were no public questions. 
  
5. DEVOLUTION 
 
 The Chairman welcomed Councillor Peter Topping, Neil Darwin and Councillor Lewis 

Herbert to the meeting and invited them to provide a brief update on devolution.  
 
Discussion ensued: 
The panel was asked whether the result of the EU Referendum would impact devolution. 
Councillor Herbert informed the committee that the referendum result did not impact 
devolution and that proposals would be discussed at all of the councils’ full Council 
meetings in October 2016, as well as to the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP). If 
devolution was supported by all councils and the LEP, it would proceed. 
 
Members pointed out that £20 million funding from devolution was not a significant 
amount in terms of what was needed for infrastructure projects in South 
Cambridgeshire, however the committee was informed that this amount could be used to 
open opportunities to further funding. Devolution was not only about funding but also 
about leverage for the area. 
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Members were informed that work was being undertaken regarding governance for a 
combined authority, with the opportunity to shape the combined authority before a mayor 
was in place. The combined authority would be a commissioning organisation made up 
of seven councils and the Local Enterprise Partnership, each with a vote. The model 
being worked on was one of collaboration where the mayor and combined authority 
worked together. Issues such as housing would be devolved for councils to solve. 
 
Leaders would be accountable to their own councils. Partnership scrutiny was 
envisaged, with much scrutiny taking place within councils. Pre-scrutiny would be sought 
where possible. 
 
The committee was informed that clarity would be needed regarding whether or not 
there would be a mayor.  
 
The public consultation was discussed. It was acknowledged that the timing of the public 
consultation had not been ideal, however much had been dictated by government 
deadlines. 
 
Devolution was seen as an opportunity for the area, if a success was made of it and if 
organisations worked together to deliver it. 
 
The Chairman thanked the panel for attending the meeting and for answering the 
committee’s questions. 
 

  
6. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS APPOINTED TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
 The committee noted the update on outside bodies and thanked Councillor Ellington for 

her update on health and wellbeing.  
  
7. WORK PROGRAMME 2016/17 
 
 The committee’s work programme was discussed. The committee decided that for its 

next meeting it would like to look at the way in which the NHS envisaged provision of 
health services, specifically mental health services, in new developments and the use of 
Section 106 funding. 

 
Councillor Tregoing highlighted the importance of the committee making proposals and 
recommendations when it considered items. 
 

  
8. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
 The date of the next meeting was to be confirmed, subject to the availability of 

representatives from other organisations and relevant officers. 
  

  
The Meeting ended at 4.15 p.m. 
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